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nearer to her shores than to Great Britain, is
a vital necessity. India must be regarded from
an Imperial point of view, and it is impossible
to exactly demarcate the lines between her
own peculiar, and the general imperial, interests.
India's military and naval needs must always be
identical with those of Great Britain, and un-
friendly critics who dwell upon the army expendi-
ture conveniently forget that a navy is provided for
the defence of her thousands of miles of coast-line
at the expense of the British taxpayer. Already
the statutory provision that no force in India shall
be used beyond the limits of that country without
the leave of Parliament is unduly hampering the
Government of India in meeting its many and great
responsibilities. For instance, in the now happily
improbable event of our being at war with Russia,
the defeat of the Russian fleet in the Baltic, or of
Russian troops on the shores of the North Sea,
would be as effective as a reverse experienced on
the Indian frontier.

The part and lot in the Empire which India
plays is so pre-eminently great that it is hopeless to
try to find any analogies between her position in
respect of military charges, and that of any of our
colonies, in which we maintain small garrisons.

In point of fact, the greater part of the corpus
of the British army at any given time is in India,
and the system of supplying her with troops